The Parish Visitor
First Reformed Church of Fishkill
Reverend Dr. Amy Nyland, Pastor

February, 2021
Beloved in the Lord,
My studies this past week took me to Paul’s letter to the Galatians, a church that was
struggling with different interpretations of what was required of Christ’s followers. Verses
nine and ten of chapter six jumped up from the page and smacked me in the face:
“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we
do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family of faith.”
How appropriate for us today who are growing very weary of doing what is right for the
good of all! Paul implores the people in the church to stay strong, stay the course, and not let
weariness or boredom with doing what is right stop them. Whenever there is an opportunity,
he says, let’s choose to work for everyone’s good, especially in the church. When are we
given those opportunities? Every moment of every day.
When we choose not to offer criticism and instead seek understanding, when we choose to
see another perspective rather than demanding our own right-ness, when we put on a mask in
the presence of others, and when we offer kindness to a stranger we are doing what is right.
In all of these ways, we have taken the opportunity to work for the good of all, to do what is
right and, in so doing, we will reap at harvest time.
I know we all hope harvest time comes quickly, but let us remember that it is not for us to
know the time when God will reap the harvest. So, beloved, keep doing what is right. Keep
sharing God’s love with everyone you meet. Keep caring for those in need. And keep
praying and attending to your faith, for faith is a practice as much as a belief—so practice
every day by doing what is right and good in the name of the Lord.
God bless you all!
Love,
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Worship Team 11 am
Ash Wednesday Drive-through*
9:30 – 10 am
1 – 2:30 pm
6 – 7 pm

Sunday Worship/ Communion
Zoom Coffee Hour 11 am (see below*)
Finance Committee 5 pm
Education Committee* 7 pm
Worship Team 11 am
Revelation Study 7 pm
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Parish Visitor articles due
Musical Musings 7 pm
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Sunday Worship
Sunday school
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

Consistory Reports due
Musical Musings 7 pm
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Lenten Study* 11 am
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Worship Team 11 am

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am
Happy Valentine’s Day! ❤❤❤❤❤
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Musical Musings

28

Sunday Worship

Groundhog Day
Worship Team 11 am
Revelation Study 7 pm
Musical Musings 7 pm

Sunday School Zoom
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

President’s Day
Shrove Tuesday
Lenten Study* 11 am
Consistory 7 pm

29

*Asterisk indicates article within
:

Please submit articles for the March “Parish Visitor” to the Church Office by Thursday, February 18,
at: office@fishkillreformed.org. Thank you.
Contact Pastor Amy: nylandal@gmail.com or Office Manager Pat: office@fishkillreformed.org. .
Church Calendar – When scheduling a church meeting or event, please contact the Church Office at
845-896-9836 or office@fishkillreformed.org so that it can be listed on the church calendar.
Prayer Chain – To be added to the church prayer chain contact list or to request prayers for yourself or
someone else, please contact Toni Houston at prayerchain@fishkillreformed.org.
Worship service broadcasts can be seen on our website www.fishkillreformed.org. and on Cablevision
Channel 21 at 5:00 pm, Sundays. Note: the Channel 21 recordings are broadcast a week later.

*Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Enter link below; enter meeting ID and password.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Meeting ID: 881 4529 4330 Passcode: 960282
Our Church website includes our newsletters, worship service links, church history and Facebook page.
Go to: www.fishkillreformed.org.
Parish Visitor receipt method can be changed by notifying the church office.
Remote Giving – offerings can be mailed to the church office: 1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524, or dropped
through the DuBois House doors’ mail slots.

Consistory Notes from January 19, 2021
Pastor Amy led devotions based on “Courageous Faith” by Emily Heath, discussing how to persevere, rise and
resist in a time of fear, using courage to face challenges. We develop courage during moments in life when we
love, pray, trust in God, following our conscience and doing the will of God.
 The Food Pantry provided 9,465 meals in December. Generous donations and grants will allow the FP to
purchase a generator and provide even more food for its clients.
 Treasurer's Dec. report: Total YTD revenue: $258,909.32 Total YTD expenses- $301,460.81
 Consistory is considering alternative ways to hold our annual congregational meeting after Easter.
Approved 2021 Budget/Annual Report would go out in advance, allowing time for questions to be
submitted before the meeting. Details to follow.
 Pastor Amy will lead an online Lenten study Tuesdays at 11 a.m. beginning February 16 th. “A Way
Other Than Our Own” by Walter Brueggemann will be the book used.
 Pastor Amy will arrange for a drive-through in the church parking lot at various times on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 17th. Maundy Thursday’s service will be online. Rev. Amy and worship team are
working on the Easter service and considering an outdoor service.
 Congregational giving has fallen short of our projections due to pandemic and no in-person services.
Consistory will look into adding PayPal or Venmo link to website providing option for direct payment.
 The annual 2020 deficit was $42,551, less than expected. Pledges for 2021 are about the same as last
year. Investments are doing well. In keeping with our resolution to give 10% of interest and dividends to
Missions from Bequests, the amount of $4,969 has been transferred.
Consistory thanks Jan Melichar-Utter for her years of service to God and our church as Education Committee
Chairperson. We gratefully welcome Karen MacLeod as she assumes the role of new Chairperson.

First Reformed Church
of
Fishkill

FINANCE$ 101
John Houston
Finance Chairman

In God we trust

What is DFR (Denominational Financial Responsibility)? Anyone who looks at the budget in the annual report
of the church may wonder what this could possibly be, and why it costs approximately $12,000.
The Reformed Church of America is a lot more than its member churches. Our church belongs to the Classis of
Mid-Hudson, one of multiple classes which together make up the Regional Synod of New York (where Pastor
Amy worked before coming to be our pastor), and Regional Synods together form the General Synod. Each of
these organizations needs money to fund their operations. These costs are passed along to churches.
We do receive support back in return for these contributions in the form of advice, programs, and materials.
John Houston, Chair of Finance Committee

Support from Elders and Deacons
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact an elder:
Evelyn Bobb, Wapp. Falls Phyllis Lake, Beacon
Pia Price, Poughkeepsie
Bill Resling, Fishkill
Larry Sansone, Beacon
If you need a meal, medication delivered, or a phone call, please contact a deacon:
Kim Albra, Beacon
Linda Baron, Wapp. Falls
Victor Chao, Hopewell Jct. Brenda Smith- Cliffe, W.F.
Manny Valdivia, Wapp. Falls
“Friends of Seniors” are available to help those with various needs when one of our deacons is not available.
Call: 845-485-1277 to schedule a ride.

Getting to Know Your Committee Chairpersons
Jan Melichar-Utter, retiring Chairperson, began teaching first grade Sunday school in
1976, the year she began attending our church. Her passion has been making Bible stories
come to life, whether by putting Zaccheus (Frank DiNoto) up a tree, having VBS children
crawl through the belly of a whale (crafted from 2 attached refrigerator boxes), leading a
parade of branch-bearing children through the Village of Fishkill on Palm Sunday or
creating Christmas pageants with a giant star suspended between our two balconies. She
has given it her all, during and after teaching in the Carmel school district. Needless to say,
she and the adults working with her have had as much fun as their students. She emphasizes
that in order for her students to learn, she had to first learn her curriculum material.
beforehand.
She hasCommittee
enjoyed every
year ofyears,
her 44
years
teaching.
Jan served as Chairperson
of the Education
for many
and
felt of
it was
time to pass that baton to
someone new. She will continue teaching Sunday school and serving as a committee member.
Karen MacLeod, incoming Chairperson, found her faith in Jesus at Calvin College.
While certified to teach all elementary classroom subjects, special education and music,
she spent her entire career teaching elementary general music. Karen has taught guitar,
piano and directed choirs at Immanuel Christian Reformed and New Hackensack
Reformed Churches. She retired in June 2016 and now enjoys leading weekly women’s
bible study, gardening, reading, jigsaw puzzles, traveling with husband Rod, and
spending time with daughter Kate, Manny and the kids. Karen has always considered
herself an educator first and musician second. She joined the Education Committee two
years ago and is excited to continue as Chairperson in the footsteps of Jan MelicharUtter and others who have faithfully served God and His people at FRC.
Welcome aboard, Karen!

Counting Our Blessings
We ❤ You!

We extend our gratitude to Jan Utter for her Education Committee leadership. She has devoted countless hours
toward educating and leading our children and youth to Christ. She has continued to follow and stay in contact
with former Sunday school students, and has set a great example for the other teachers to follow. Her devotion
and commitment have kept our students and teachers coming back, even in a pandemic! Thank you, Jan!
Thank you to each of you who does much behind the scenes – especially during this time of social distancing.
You have kept our church, CCS, Food Pantry, missions work, and church family connectivity alive and strong!
Everything except gatherings in person has continued, despite many tough challenges. And while we cannot
be together in person, we are together in the Spirit of the One who loves and protects us.

FEBRUARY
17 – Evelyn Bobb
18 – Catherine Buscemi
28 – Claire Houston

Lenten study with Pastor Amy: Tuesdays at 11:00 AM on Zoom beginning 2/16 through 3/30. We will go
through Walter Brueggemann's A Way Other Than Our Own. It is available on Amazon for $8.99. Please sign
up with Pat by 2/16/21. All are welcome.
Ash Wednesday Drive Through! Instead of an Ash Wednesday service this year, we will have Drive
Through Imparting of the Ashes from 9:30-10:30 AM, 1:00-2:30 PM and 6:00-7:00 PM in the church
parking lot. Signs and deacons will direct you. All are welcome. Please wear your mask and stay in your car,
Pastor Amy will come to you. :-)
Join in Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Use link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
FRC knitting/crocheting project We will begin making prayer shawls and lap robes for those who are sick or
caring for someone who is sick, or those struggling with challenges. Anyone may participate. Just contact
Emily Richmond for a pattern at (845) 705-0268 or email auntieemrich@yahoo.com.
From the Education Committee
We have received many thanks for gift bags delivered in December to 30 students (children through college
age of our church family), as a means to connect, share our love and remind them of God’s great love.
Sunday school continues to meet weekly via Zoom, except on Communion Sundays. The primary class
continues to use the Children in Worship curriculum and format. Several children have invited and brought a
friend to the class. Their upcoming lessons are Jesus’ baptism, Jesus in the wilderness and several parables.
The second through twelfth graders follow a curriculum based on the lectionary Bible texts from which Pastor
Amy preaches each week. Their theme until Lent is ‘Called by God.’ They will explore the calling of Samuel,
Jonah, the first disciples, and our individual call to wholeness in Christ and as light to a dark world. If your
child or a family member’s child would like to participate in Sunday School, please contact Karen MacLeod.
We thank retiring committee chairperson Jan Melichar Utter for all her hard work as she chaired the committee
the last several years.
The next teachers’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 17th, at 7 pm on Zoom.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH’S MISSIONS
Children’s Community Services
CCS has had an exciting start to the new year! Working out the ever evolving rules, regulations and
recommendations for Covid19 has been challenging and a learning experience! One other teacher and I and have
received the first Covid19 vaccine shot while the rest are still trying to get an appointment.
The children in both the School Age Program and DeKinder are happy to be back. The older children are
getting back into the swing of their online learning with the help from Mrs. Harris, Cassie and Charlotte. The
Three Year Old class is busy discovering all that the winter weather brings us and making snowmen using shaving
cream and the letters of their name. The Four Year Old class continues to learn the letters and the sounds of the
alphabet. So far A through F! They are writing, making crafts (E-elephant, F-fox and flamingo, for example) and
MANY other activities based on the letter of the week.
We will begin enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year February 1st. How time flies when you're having
fun! Please call us at 845-896-9876 to find out about registration.
Stay safe and healthy!
Barbara VanVoorhis
Happy New Year!
Barbara VanVoorhis, CCS Director

Fishkill Food Pantry
1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524
Phone 845 896-4546
Hours: 9 – 12 - M, T and Th, F Closed Wednesday

Sometimes numbers speak louder than words. As we begin February, the “Love” month, you will be happy to
see below how many people were able to fill their stomachs in 2020, knowing they were loved and cared for
by this wonderful mission of our church.
To all of our FRC, Saint Mary’s and community friends who volunteer to help our food-insecure neighbors, we
send our HUGE THANKS AND MUCH LOVE! ❤❤❤❤❤

Our Church Sponsored Global RCA Missions
Jeremy and Susan Beebout - Jeremy is an agronomist working with agricultural development efforts and
Susan is a doctor developing the church's health ministries in Niger, Africa, one of the poorest countries in the
world.
Josh Bode, Pastor of the Protestant Church in Oman (PCO), founded by the RCA and charged with the
stewardship of all Protestant Christianity in the country, comprising more than 50 Protestant congregations.
Josh has been called to be the RCA shepherd to this diverse and international body of believers in Muscat,
Oman, as they seek to build bridges and love their Muslim neighbors.
RENEW San Diego (our sponsored church plant) is an inner city church that ministers to the community,
including those living on the streets. To learn more, visit their website www.renewsandiego.org. Sunday
services with Rev. Matt Nault can be seen/heard by scrolling down to “Sunday Church Gatherings.” Select
service to watch live. Podcasts are also available.
Grace Covenant Ministries is committed to holistic community development and healing in the Kentucky
Appalachians, an area suffering some of the deepest poverty in the U.S. Read their newsletter on the next page.

Prayer Warrior
Annville Institute/Grace
Covenant Ministries
PO Box 340, Annville, KY 40402
606-364-5151

Hacker Gym 10 years ago.
New addition containing restrooms
and community room.

Happy New Year
A Time to Reflect on the Past
A Time to Give Thanks for God’s Faithfulness
A Time to Rededicate our Efforts
As we enter a new decade, we see that we have been blessed. Renovation projects at the campground,
Hacker Gym, and Lincoln Hall have progressed into greater things than first thought possible.
Each of the projects have taken longer to complete than planned. God has blessed us through grants
secured, fund raising and thousands of hours of volunteer labor. We are so thankful for everyone that
contributed financially and of their time. We have heard many stories of lives changed through programs
held on campus and we have witnessed some changed lives ourselves.
It is our desire that all who enter through the campus gates will feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. May
the desire of Rev. Worthington, (who founded the Annville Institute over a century ago with the help of
the Reformed Church in America Women’s Domestic Mission Board) to improve the lives of area
residents continue through this decade.
Thank you for partnering with us as we strive to make a difference one opportunity at a time by sharing
the love of Christ with those we have been called to serve in Appalachia.

Lincoln Hall 10 years ago with
most windows covered.

Windows and columns repaired.

Rev. Eric J. Titus, Th.D.
Minister of Word and Sacrament

January 14, 2021
To The Beloved Saints Gathered at Fishkill Reformed Church,
Nancy and I returned from a recent trip to ﬁnd an envelope from the First Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church, Fishkill, New York. Inside, once again, was the generosity of
your hearts extended to us in a time of need and transition. We are touched and
moved by your remembrance of us. I know that your past kindness and generosity
pulled us from the brink as I lingered in the hospital. Thank you.
I wanted also to share with you some updates. Two weeks after the Rev. Classis of MidHudson declared me retired, I received a message asking if I would consider un-retiring.
I would have said “no” to most churches, but this one was diﬀerent. After we left
Fishkill, many of you will know, that we moved into the Koinonia House at Pultneyville
Reformed Church. We lived there almost a year before leaving for Croatia, and again for
six months on home leave. This is the church that called. They walked closely with us, as
did you, through these past long months. They extended a call to me which I have
accepted.
We will be moving to the Pultneyville Reformed parsonage in March. My start date is the
beginning of April. Pultneyville is a small congregation, which sits across the street from
Lake Ontario. It is really a lovely hamlet. Valerie and Penelope will also be moving with us
to the Rochester area. They will live in an apartment of a multi-family unit which Nancy
and I have purchased. Samuel has ﬁnished his Masterʼs degree in Library and Information
Services and his wife Jack plans to attend Princeton Theological Seminary, so they will be
relocating from Ann Arbor to New Jersey in the near future.
We deeply love you and cherish the memories of the time we had with you. Again thank
you for your generosity toward us.
Peace, Pastor
Eric

