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For most of us, the journey to the cross is a theoretical one, something we think about but not something we
really feel. Because the journey exists mostly in our minds, we may miss the powerful joy, the amazing
experience of resurrection that brings “Hallelujah!” to our lips.
Try to imagine the experience in Jerusalem. The city is crowded and noisy as many travelers come to make
their offerings at the temple to celebrate the Passover. The weather in Jerusalem is hot and humid and the smell
of spices and roasted meat are heavy in the air. You see a crowd forming and the noise growing louder. People
are lining up along the Via de la Rosa, in the center of the city, and Roman guards are pushing prisoners along
the road. One is bloody and weak and he is trying to carry a wooden cross three times his own size. Sweat
drips from his body and the dark brown, jagged marks on his back indicate a brutal beating. Someone next to
you whispers, “That’s that Jesus person who claims to be the son of God!” You can’t tell if he is happy or
angry about this fact but you can tell he is agitated. The prisoners continue along the road toward a small hill
where two large crosses stand ready. This is an execution. Many people enjoy this as entertainment but you
feel a little sick. People are beginning to shout things like, “Traitor!” and “Crucify him!” The mood changes as
the prisoners pass by and the people are becoming more hostile. You jostle the crowd to get a better view and
realize you have arrived at the site of the execution. The man drops his cross with a heavy thud and falls to his
knees in exhaustion.
You want to leave but can’t take your eyes off the scene in front of you. Roman guards have begun to nail the
man to the cross he was carrying, driving long carpentry nails into his hands and feet. The sickness in your
stomach is churning and you fear you might throw up. People are cheering. Some are crying. The guards hoist
the cross to a standing position and the man hangs there between two other men accused of crimes, but he is
the focus of the crowd’s attention. The guards offer his clothing in an auction and people scream to make their
bids. You hope this will end soon, but it seems to go on forever. Finally, you see the man speak but can’t hear
what he says and then he is gone. The guards run a sword through his side and blood gushes out. He is dead.
Finally. Loud thunder startles you and the sky becomes dark. You leave quickly because you don’t want to be
caught in the rain. The day has troubled you and you are eager to be home with family.
A few days later you are back in the city to purchase provisions for the journey home. There is electricity in the
air and people are speaking in low voices. You overhear a woman say, “The grave was empty!” and another
says, “It must be a prank.” Something in you knows what happened. You know the prophecy from the psalms
and from Isaiah, yet it is hard to believe. It’s getting late and you have to get on the road home. You leave
Jerusalem knowing something has changed and your life will never be the same again....quietly, like a whisper
in your heart you hear, “Hallelujah....” A feeling of warmth and joy spreads through your body and you know
you have witnessed something miraculous. “Hallelujah!” is on your lips as you make your way home.
May you experience the joy of a “Hallelujah” this Resurrection Day,

OUR CHURCH IN APRIL
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Maundy Thursday Worship*7 pm Website
Musical Musings* 7 pm
Prayer Vigil Begins* 8pm

13

Finance Committee 5 pm

15

Musical Musings

Good Friday
Church Office Closed
Prayer Vigil ending at 8 pm

18

Sunday Worship
Sunday School
Zoom Coffee Hour * 11 am

Easter Sunday*
Worship 10 am Livestreamed or
Tent worship – reserved seating

5

Easter Monday – Church office closed
Education Comm. 5 pm via Zoom

6

Consistory reports due
Southern Dut, Coalition for Homeless* 7 pm

8 No Musical Musings
11 Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

22

Earth Day 2021
“Parish Visitor” articles due
Musical Musings 7 pm

25

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

29

Musical Musings 7 pm

30

Arbor Day
Plant a tree!

*Indicates article within
submit articles for the May “Parish Visitor” to the Church Office by Thursday, April 15, to:
office@fishkillreformed.org. Thank you.
:Please

Contact Pastor Amy: nylandal@gmail.com or Office Manager Pat: office@fishkillreformed.org. .
Church Calendar – When scheduling a church meeting or event, please contact the Church Office at
845-896-9836 or office@fishkillreformed.org so that it can be listed on the church calendar.
Prayer Chain – To be added to the church prayer chain contact list or to request prayers for yourself or
someone else, please contact Toni Houston at prayerchain@fishkillreformed.org.
Worship service broadcasts can be seen on our website www.fishkillreformed.org., Facebook and on
Cablevision Channel 21 at 5:00 pm, Sundays (recordings are broadcast a week later) or on Comcast Channel 5
in Eastern Dutchess Co./Putnam Co., Wednesday – 7pm; Sunday – 5 pm.
*Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Enter link below; enter meeting ID and password.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Meeting ID: 881 4529 4330 Passcode: 960282
Our Church website includes our newsletters, worship service links, church history and Facebook page.
Go to: www.fishkillreformed.org.
Parish Visitor receipt method can be changed by notifying the church office.
Remote Giving – offerings can be mailed to the church office: 1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524, or dropped
through the DuBois House doors’ mail slots.

Consistory Notes from March 16, 2021
Evelyn Bobb led devotions based on Psalm 45 and the gift of grace. God gives grace freely; whether we deserve

it or not. We have the choice of how to respond to this gift as we face challenges large and small. God doesn’t
remove the stumbling blocks that are part of life, but God’s grace and strength can help us over them.
• Rev. Amy and Elders have stayed in touch with congregation during social isolation. Please contact
them if you know of anyone with physical/ emotional needs who could benefit from a phone call/card.
Activities committee will distribute Easter baskets to members at home and alone.
• Easter offering this year has been designated for Children’s Community Services to help our own
mission get over the financial hurdles that have come its way during COVID.
• Beginning on Easter, our services will be livestreamed at the usual meeting time of 10 a.m. every
Sunday (and also available on request on our new and improved website). Livestreaming brings us one
step closer to the day when we can physically gather together at the same time in the sanctuary. We
have been blessed with the dedication/ know-how of those who have made technology work to hold our
congregation close!
• Attendance at Sunday school has been good. Some classes have had additional company of “virtual
visitors” from our congregation who Zoom in. Thanks to Christine Johannsen and her husband for much
appreciated donation of handmade items to be used for Children in Worship with our youngest class.
• The Food Pantry provided 5,880 meals during the month of February.
• Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless has been active in bringing meals, socks and hygiene
items to those in need locally. The dedication of members of the SDCH, community donations and
funding from the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, are helping make the dreams of this group a reality.
• Treasurer’s February report: Total YTD revenue: $61,894.88; Total YTD expenses: $51,066.43.
• Pledges are lower this year, but monthly giving is improving. We exceeded our snow removal budget.
We are fortunate in the continuing growth of our Investments.

The New Members Class will begin in the near future, via Zoom. Please
contact the church office if you are interested. We are trying to work out a
time that will work for everyone involved. I look forward to meeting you
and continuing your delayed journey toward membership!
Pastor Amy
The income of the church comes in a variety of forms. It also
comes in patterns understood through carefully watching them
through recent history. The vast majority of the income comes
from your giving, whether that is cash or checks added to the plate
FINANCE $101
on Sunday morning, or money given for special purposes.
John Houston
In God we trust
Finance Chairman
Aside from your giving, the church receives contributions for the
use of our facilities, income from fund raising events like the
De Kerk Winkel, and other miscellaneous sources. Some people give regularly either weekly or monthly
placing cash or checks in the offering plate, some have their pledge automatically transferred from their bank
account once per month, some people pay their entire annual pledge in either the beginning or end of the year,
and others contribute through the donation of stock or tax-free distributions from an IRA.
First Reformed Church
of Fishkill

John Houston, Chair of Finance Committee

Support from Elders and Deacons
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact an elder:
Evelyn Bobb, Wapp. Falls
Phyllis Lake, Beacon
Pia Price, Poughkeepsie
Bill Resling, Fishkill
Larry Sansone, Beacon
If you need a meal, medication delivered, or a phone call, please contact a deacon:
Kim Albra, Beacon
Linda Baron, Wapp. Falls
Victor Chao, Hopewell Jct.
Brenda Smith- Cliffe, Wapp. Falls
Manny Valdivia, Wapp. Falls
“Friends of Seniors” are available to help those with various needs when one of our deacons is not
available. Call: 845-485-1277 to schedule a ride.

Getting to Know Our FRC Staff
Church Organist Christine Johannsen lives in Carmel with her husband, three
children (two are away at college) and most recently, her father-in-law. She has
three cats, two dogs and multiple ducks and chickens.
Prior to coming to our church, she served for 14 years as Music Director at St.
Andrew's Episcopal Church in Brewster, NY. The opportunity to play for FRC
came two months after St. Andrew's sadly closed its doors. Christine is grateful
to be a music minister within our “vibrant church community,” and we are
grateful to have her as our organist! She also runs Little House Piano Studio,
teaching private piano lessons and beginner keyboard classes. She is a staff
accompanist for the Carmel Central School District. She has a Master’s Degree
in Music History from the Aaron Copland School of Music, Queens College and
a Bachelor Degree in Piano Performance from SUNY Purchase.
Office Manager Pat Chism is a member of New Hackensack Reformed Church.
She retired from a career in retail management in 2001, and upped her volunteering
at New Hackensack. When her current job became available in 2013, Pat decided to
“unretire.” She felt it was a way to meld working while still serving God.
She and husband John met at their alma mater, the University of Southern
Mississippi. They have lived in NY since 1984, and have 3 grown children and 8
grandchildren living in Atlanta, GA and Mississippi.
Pat is the person you call with questions, requests, or news. She is responsible for
most communications, including the Sunday bulletins, the “Parish Visitor,” church
directories, consistory reports packets, etc. She considers herself extremely blessed
to be able to work with and for the wonderful FRC family.

April
1 – Ruthann Valdivia
4 – Tammy Rodriguez
6 – Brenda Smith-Cliffe
8 – Daniel Rodriguez
21 – Jane Jones
22 – Heather Gillert

Earth Day 2021 and Our Christian Responsibility
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell within. Psalm 24:1
Earth Day 2021 is April 22. The 51st Earth Day’s theme is “Restore Our Earth.”
The world is rife with problems. While we are forced to deal with some (Covid), we often prefer to turn a
blind eye to others. After all, just how much more can we person bear!! When Covid came along, we were
forced to look it in the eye and do something about it. It threatened to wipe out life on our planet if we
didn’t. We saw it happen in real time right in front of our eyes. We have another global problem, which we
have chosen to put on the back burner. And yet, it is happening before our eyes, as well. 2020 tied 2016 as
our planet’s warmest years on record. We all witnessed the horrific consequences of severe weather fueled
by climate change in the last year. Many of the things we do (without our realizing) contribute to climate
change. A great way to learn about the impact of climate change and what our actions do to hinder or propel
it, is to read and educate yourself. You can go to Earthday.org which has several different topics for you to
explore. We have undeniable proof that greenhouse gas emissions created by humans contribute to this.
NASA has some gripping factual YouTube videos online giving various examples. We would prefer to
reject the facts, as admitting that we are harming God’s gift to us (this beautiful earth) means we are called
to take action to stop and even reverse the damage.
There are ways that we can do that, if we act together. Go to Earthday.org to learn about the problems and
the solutions. And, as carbon emissions continue to increase, it’s a good idea to check your own carbon
footprint. A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse gases that are generated by our actions. Go
to the website www.nature.org (see “Carbon Footprint Calculator) to check yours. With each of us making
small conscientious, concerted efforts, we can collectively begin to restore our planet earth– that marvelous
gift from God!

Holy Week
 Palm Sunday – Mar. 28th service available on the website.
 Maundy Thursday – April 1st service with communion, commemorating the Last Supper, on website.
 Prayer Vigil – Our prayers will be raised from our homes on Maundy Thursday, April 1st, 8 PM through
Good Friday, April 2nd, 8 PM. Take some time to pray for our church, families, friends, country and world.
Please help us make this a continuous time of prayer by giving an hour. God bless you all.
 Easter Sunday Worship, April 4th, 10 am, will be held in a tent outside. Registration is filled, and those
attending will observe social distancing (inside and out) and wear masks. Your temperature will be taken,
and you must sign a form saying you have not have traveled outside of NY or NJ in the prior 10 days. Those
feeling ill should not attend, but please notify Pat in the office, so that we can accommodate people on the
waiting list. We will notify attendees of a cancellation at least 24 hours before the service. The
livestreamed service (available on website and Facebook) means we can all worship together starting at 10
am, even if we aren't in the same place. Logging into the livestream will put you live in the worship service,
which will also be available on our website afterwards. Call church office M – F, 9 to 3, with questions.
 The Easter offering will benefit Children’s Community Services, as they struggle to stay financially afloat
during the pandemic. CCS – always a self-sustaining mission of our church – with lower enrollment numbers
due to Covid, has had difficulty covering the costs of staff and supplies. Serving children of area families and
providing scholarships for those who cannot fully afford the low tuition fees, CCS programs include “Moms
and Tots” for 2 year olds, the 3 and 4 year old programs, and Before and After School program for Fishkill
elementary students. Your offering will help them continue these important programs.
Join in Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. This is a great way to visit with your church friends from
the comfort of your own homes. Use link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Webster House Shelter Meal – Our church is responsible for the shelter meal on April 30th. We will provide
more information in Sunday bulletins as the time approaches. Thank you for your continued help in making
this mission a success! BJ Lanni and Lola Saya
From the Education Committee
During Lent Sunday School students have shared their lessons with visitors from the congregation, prayed for
specific people in the church family, used a weekly Lenten coupon book and the 5-finger prayer model, each
finger reminding us to pray for specific people: thumb – those closest to you; index finger – those who teach,
help and heal you; middle finger – leaders and those in authority; ring finger – for the weak, sick and those
with problems; pinkie – for yourself.
Families will be emailed links to YouTube videos to watch together, to encourage discussions about Holy
Week, Easter and the promise of forgiveness and eternal life in Jesus.,
Reminder that scholarships for Camp Warwick are available. To apply, contact Karen MacLeod or your
child’s Sunday School teacher, or go to their website: https://campwarwick.org/in-camp/
At next committee meeting on April 5th, plans for the remaining weeks of Sunday School will be made.
FRC knitting/crocheting project We are making prayer shawls and lap robes for those who are sick or
caring for someone who is sick, or those struggling with challenges. Anyone may participate. Just contact
Emily Richmond for a pattern.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH’S MISSIONS
Children’s Community Services
Happy Spring! The Three Year Old class has been very busy trying
to decide if March came in like a lion or a lamb? They also liked
the shenanigans of Leprechauns! The Fours had a week of
discovering what they would like to be when they grow up. Ms.
Harris had stations set up around the classroom as a doctor,
veterinarian, chef, construction, teacher, police, fireman, merchant
and farmer! We are looking forward to Easter and the spring
weather!
Registration for the 2021/22 school year has begun for both the
School Age Program and DeKinder School. If you or anyone you
know is interested, please call (845-896-9876) for more information
and to make an appointment to check us out!
Happy Easter!
Barbara VanVoorhis, CCS Director

Learn more on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/childrenscommunityservices.org/index

Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these, you did for me.” Matt. 25: 40.
The next virtual meeting of the Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless is Tues., April 6, 7:00 PM. If
you would like to participate in this meeting, please email the office or Phyllis Lake to receive the link.
In March we put together 10 bags of food and other necessities for the homeless. Julie Spann, librarian, will
make sure they get to people who need them. Men’s white socks will also be distributed. If you haven’t yet
contributed socks, it is not too late. Socks may be dropped in the box on the back porch of the DuBois House.

Fishkill Food Pantry
Our hearts are filled with gratitude at
the overwhelming support of the
Fishkill Food Pantry the weekend of
February 27 and 28, 2021. God’s TYM
youth group of St. Mary’s Church
collected 535 bags of food and
$2,224.60 in donations. During this time
of increased need and financial
difficulty due to the Pandemic, the
unwavering support is so appreciated.
We could not accomplish this task
without our youth to help us. Thank
You’s go to Michael, Martin, Hannah,
Hayden, Harrison, Sarah, Allison,
Michaela, Matthew, Michael and
Lauren. Thanks to Lisa and Colleen, the
God’s TYM Advisors.
Pantry Volunteer Sue Doyle (R) with God’s Tyme
youth advisors Lisa and Colleen

Working behind the scenes
at the Food Pantry – sorting
and stocking shelves – are
our volunteers, many of
whom are St. Mary’s
parishioners.
Finally, special Thank
You’s go to Sue Doyle, our
Food Drive Coordinator,
Terence Owens and Peter
Schaeffer, who were
instrumental in driving the
van back and forth to the
food pantry and Terence,
who always lends his trailer
for the lower parking lot.
St. Mary’s God’s TYM youth food drive volunteers

Fishkill Food Pantry Phone 845 896-4546
Hours: 9 – 12 - M, T and Th, F
Closed Wednesdays

Our Church Sponsored Global RCA Missions
Jeremy and Susan Beebout - Jeremy is an agronomist working with agricultural development efforts and
Susan is a doctor developing the church's health ministries in Niger, Africa, one of the poorest countries in
the world.
Josh Bode, Pastor of the Protestant Church in Oman (PCO), founded by the RCA and charged with the
stewardship of all Protestant Christianity in the country, comprising more than 50 Protestant congregations.
Josh has been called to be the RCA shepherd to this diverse and international body of believers in Muscat,
Oman, as they seek to build bridges and love their Muslim neighbors.
RENEW San Diego (our sponsored church plant) is an inner city church that ministers to the community,
including those living on the streets. To learn more, visit their website www.renewsandiego.org. Sunday
services with Rev. Matt Nault can be seen/heard by scrolling down to “Sunday Church Gatherings.” Select
service to watch live. Podcasts are also available.
Grace Covenant Ministries is committed to holistic community development and healing in the Kentucky
Appalachians, an area suffering some of the deepest poverty in the U.S.

