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June, 2021
From the Office Window
Duke Chapel

We typically celebrate graduations in May and June. As you probably know, Pastor Amy recently completed her
doctoral studies and received her degree (at a pandemic-altered graduation celebration) at the School of Divinity
at Duke University in Durham, NC. Duke’s Doctor of Ministry program is rated #1 in the country.
I was interested to know what led her to pursue this degree, as few pastors do. I also have not had the
opportunity to sit down with Pastor Amy and learn much about her. During our office days together, she is
constantly meeting with someone via Zoom or in-person, taking calls, or just working, working, working! So, I
gave her a break from writing the Pastor’s page, and instead, asked her all the questions – well, almost all – that I
had stored up. I am so glad I did! What follows are her answers.
Pastor Amy majored in Psychology in undergrad, then received her Master’s degree in Special Education.
After college, she worked with families of children with severe Autism, at a time when most of these children
were still institutionalized. She worked with others in her field to pioneer in-home and group home programs.
Some of the programs proved to be highly successful and remain the standard today.
When she had 3 young boys – Justin, Joshua and Joseph – and was newly divorced, she began working for a
recruiting corporation that encouraged people to buy into franchises. She realized that she, too, could do that and
became the successful owner of her Maid Brigade business. She established 5 teams of two cleaners each, plus a
manager and a marketing director before she sold her franchise to Merry Maids!
During that time, Pastor Amy began taking divinity courses to enrich her knowledge of the scriptures. She has
always loved learning, so she continued to take more courses. So, after being convinced to apply to the MDiv
program, she received her Master of Divinity degree from Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan.
She was called to a church in Wisconsin to serve as their associate pastor, then to a church in NY as Senior
Pastor, then as New York Synod Executive Minister. During her time as Executive Minister, her quest for
knowledge persisted and led her to pursue her Doctor of Ministry degree at Duke. She has worked toward that
for the last 3 years, motivated by her belief that good leadership is essential to the future of the Church. She also
loves teaching. She worked on developing a kenotic model of leadership based on Philippians 2:7 (Christ made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant). The model serves as a guide for pastors to follow.
During her 3 years of study, she made lifelong
friends with the 20 other doctoral candidates in
her class. She calls the faculty members her
“heroes’ and her Old Testament professor
“amazing!”
Now that she has graduated, she is eager to
engage the community in meaningful ways, to
develop leadership potential to benefit the
church, and to implement practical ministries of
service. She already has a great start to that, and
we are beyond blessed to have her as our pastor.
Beaming graduates!

Congratulations, Reverend Doctor Amy Nyland, and thank you for choosing First Reformed Church of Fishkill as
your church!

OUR CHURCH IN JUNE
l

Consistory Reports due

3

Finance Comm. 4 pm

6

Worship/Communion 10 am
Coffee Hour* 11 am

7

SDCH Meeting 7 pm

8

Children’s Sunday Worship 10 am
Coffee Hour 11 am

13

17

“Parish Visitor” articles due

24

Last day of CCS Before & After School

Consistory Meeting 7 pm

20

Summer Solstice*

11

Last day of DeKinder School

27

Sunday Worship 10 am
Coffee Hour 11 am*

13

Worship 10 am
Children’s Sunday
Coffee Hour* 11 am

*Asterisk indicates article within

Please submit articles for the July “Parish Visitor” to the Church Office by Thursday, June 17,
to: office@fishkillreformed.org. Thank you.
Contact Pastor Amy: nylandal@gmail.com or Office Manager Pat: office@fishkillreformed.org.
.
Church Calendar – When scheduling a church meeting or event, please contact the Church Office
at 845-896-9836 or office@fishkillreformed.org so that it can be listed on the church calendar.
Prayer Chain – To be added to the church prayer chain contact list or to request prayers for
yourself or someone else, please contact Toni Houston at prayerchain@fishkillreformed.org.
Worship service broadcasts can be seen livestreamed Sundays at 10 am, by going to our website
www.fishkillreformed.org.. Recorded broadcasts can be seen later on our website, on Facebook
and on Cablevision Channel 21 at 5:00 pm, Sundays (Cablevision recordings are broadcast a
week later) or on Comcast Channel 5 in Eastern Dutchess Co./Putnam Co., Wednesday – 7pm;
Sunday – 5 pm
*Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Enter link below; enter meeting ID and password.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Meeting ID: 881 4529 4330 Passcode: 960282
Our Church website includes our newsletters, worship service links, church history and Facebook
page. Go to: www.fishkillreformed.org.
Parish Visitor receipt method can be changed by notifying the church office.
Remote Giving – offerings can be mailed to the church office: 1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524,
or dropped through the DuBois House doors’ mail slots.

Consistory Notes from May 11, 2021




•
•





Manny Valdivia led devotions based on John 1:29-34, in which John the Baptist greets Jesus on the banks
of the Jordan and first refers to Him as the Lamb of God. Like those gathered that day, we do not always
realize that the Son of God is among us. We must help others recognize that he is here and pave the way
for Jesus to come into people’s lives. Being mindful of this in all our actions will help show others the way.
In person attendance at Sunday worship is beginning with 10 preregistered, fully vaccinated attendees
following CDC guidelines. Goal is to increase attendance gradually be fully back in worship by the fall.
Pastor Amy, with the help of Jay Wright and Jan Melichar-Utter, has begun the New Members class with
five people in attendance. We hope to welcome them to our congregation during our first full service in the
sanctuary!
The Food Pantry provided 6,840 meals during the month of April. We thank Rich Lanni for his dedication
as he continues in the role of interim director. The effort and hours he is contributing to help the FP
continue its wonderful mission are very much appreciated!
Treasurer’s April report: Total YTD revenue: $99,642.2; Total YTD expenses: $105,869.05
Congregational giving continues to appear very strong and investments continue to do well.
Inspection of the gravestones in our cemetery shows that many are in need of repair. Toni Houston and Roy
Carruthers are assessing the situation and planning remediation.
Consistory thanks Barbara VanVoorhis for the hard work and dedication shown as new director of CCS.
Her leadership has enabled CCS to continue as a vital part of our church and our community. We are
grateful to her and the entire staff for maintaining the professionalism, care and concern that has made
CCS our pride for so many years!
We congratulate Pastor Amy for receiving her doctorate from Duke University Divinity School! This would
be a notable accomplishment under any circumstances, but considering challenges that her new role as
pastor during a pandemic brought her way, her perseverance and achievement are more commendable!!

Support from Elders and Deacons
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact an elder:
Evelyn Bobb, Wapp. Falls
Phyllis Lake, Beacon
Pia Price, Poughkeepsie
Bill Resling, Fishkill
Larry Sansone, Beacon
If you need a meal, medication delivered, or a phone call, please contact a deacon:
Kim Albra, Beacon
Linda Baron, Wapp. Falls
Victor Chao, Hopewell Jct.
Brenda Smith- Cliffe, Wapp. Falls
Manny Valdivia, Wapp. Falls
Missions are an important part of who we are as a church. It is
what we are called to do. As a church we have made the deliberate
First Reformed Church
decision to support several missions around the world, including
of Fishkill
the Beebouts in Niger, the Bodes in Oman, Grace Covenant
FINANCE $101
Ministries in Kentucky, and RENEW San Diego. These are in
John Houston
Finance Chairman
addition to our own missions, the Fishkill Food Pantry and
In God we trust
Children’s Community Services.
The Deacons can also make grants to other missions in our community or around the world from either the
budgeted amount or a fund established with 10 percent of bequests made to the church.
The other type of mission giving is through special offerings. Some examples of this are Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas, special offerings for things such as disaster relief, as well as our contributions to assist the Titus
family. When looking at the church’s budget, there is a Revenues line for Special Offerings with a matching
Expenses line under Deacons.
John Houston, Chair of Finance Committee

June
11 – Mary Magee (102)

17 – Victor Chao

22 – June Crawford

18 – Chloe & Zoe Rissen

24 – Murray Suggitt

Congratulations, Graduates
Lexxy Doerr, daughter of Wendy Doerr and granddaughter of Dorrie Hansen, will graduate from John Jay
High School. She will attend SUNY Oneonta in the fall.
Emilie Perry, daughter of Wayne and Andrea Perry and granddaughter of Karon and Roger Perry received her
BS from the College of St. Rose in Albany. She will pursue her Masters degree, but has not yet decided on the
college.
Martin David Sweeney, son of Heidi and Phillip Sweeney and grandson of Thea and Elmer Schallenberg
received his Masters in Public Administration from the Princeton School of Public and International Affairs.
He plans to move to London to work in a civil service position with the UK Cabinet Office.

Counting Our Blessings
From Ann Butcher – Thank you for all your cards and prayers, as my family mourned the loss of Emory.
The outpouring of your love and consolation meant so much to our family. Although we moved to North
Carolina a few years ago, Emory and I have always considered Fishkill Reformed our home church.
To church Historian Toni Houston – Thank you for placing flags each Memorial Day at the gravesites of our
soldiers who died in service to our country.
Thank you to everyone who sent cards and gifts for my graduation! I was truly overwhelmed by your love and
support (and creativity-you know who you are!). Thank you to the whole congregation for the wonderful door
sign that will remind me each time I enter my office that I have done what God called me to do. Thank you
also for the very wonderful gift of a contribution to future women leaders through the RCA. I am proud to
serve a congregation that supports women in ministry! You all are such a blessing to me. Thank you for being
my family. Love, Pastor Amy
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all who cared for us in thoughts, prayers, calls and deeds during
my dear husband’s illness of Dysphagia and Dementia. Our family is truly thankful for Elmer’s time of living
at home with us. We will have a memorial service when we can celebrate in church again. I thank God for
His awesome love in giving our souls and bodies the strength to carry on. Thank you, also for your comforting
thoughts and prayers of sympathy. May Jesus bless your dreams and life, keeping you safe in his loving care.
Thea Schallenberg

Getting to Know
Our Food Pantry Volunteers
Sue Doyle has lived in Fishkill since marrying Rob in 1972. They have
two daughters, and two grandchildren. She was an auctioneer for 38
years, retiring in January, 2020. A lifetime volunteer, she is involved with
Hope on a Mission & Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless. Sue
has served on state & national Auctioneer Boards of Directors, as well as
the Animal Rescue Foundation. She is a member of St. Mary’s Church in
Fishkill.
She has volunteered for 10 years at the Fishkill Food Pantry, is Tuesday
team leader, organizes food drives, and picks up food at Adams one
Sunday per month. Sue’s mission is to make sure the shelves are never
bare so that there is always enough!

MaryRose Williams has volunteered at the Fishkill Food Pantry for 17+ years.
After marrying her husband Jeff (who is now deceased), they moved to
Hopewell Junction. She has one son and one grandson. She previously worked
in the corporate world in human resources, government sales, purchasing, &
engineering.
An active member of the community, she has worked on different committees
and is a member of St. Columba Church in Hopewell. As a pantry volunteer
Mary Rose is involved in shopping, packing, sorting & shelving donated
products, greeting clients, & handling paperwork.
Helping at the Fishkill Food Pantry with caring & sharing duties with her
Monday Friends (others, too!), is so rewarding. She said, “Brightening the day
of those who are in need gives me joy, just to be a special part of those lives we
touch.”

Sunday in-person worship is (at this writing) limited to 10 people in addition to the worship team.
Consistory will continue to monitor relevant information, with plans to gradually increase the number of
people invited to attend. The primary focus of Consistory is the well-being of the congregation. Please
continue to read the bulletin announcements or email updates. In the meantime, call the church office to
reserve your spot. We will continue to wear masks and require proof of full vaccination and that you are
symptom free on the day of worship, not have been exposed to someone with Covid in the last 10 days. To
reserve your pew, contact Pat in the Church Office at 845 896-9836 or office@fishkillreformed.org. We are
excited to take the first steps toward eventual full in-person worship.
In the meantime, you can watch the service live at 10 am, Sunday mornings. Simply visit the church website
and go to Live Stream Worship - Sundays 10:00 (click here)to be connected to the service at 10 am.
Join in Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. This is a great way to visit and laugh with your church
friends from the comfort of your own homes. Just bring your coffee and use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Memorial Day (May 31) is the federal holiday in the U.S. on which we honor and mourn military
personnel who died in the performance of their military duties while serving in the United States
Armed Forces. FRC Historian Toni Houston has placed flags on the graves of those who were
buried in our cemetery.
From FRC and Blodgett Memorial Library Historian Toni Houston:
This link below takes you to an interview library historian Toni Houston did (as part of her series) with Ray
VanVoorhis. For those of you who did not grow up in Fishkill, it is quite informative. Fishkill was very different
before I-84 came to town! Just enter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3nlx_q_Glo into your browser.
From the Education Committee
The Sunday School teachers and students are working with Pastor Amy on the June 13 worship service.
Families are encouraged to view this service together with their children. Sunday School will not meet during
the summer. A weekly Children’s Message by Pastor Amy will be posted as a link on the church website and
Facebook page. Sunday School will resume this fall with the format and details yet to be determined. The
committee is working with the consistory on a Welcome Back Kickoff in September or October.
FRC knitting/crocheting project
If you would like to make prayer shawls and lap robes for those who are sick or are caring for someone who is
sick, or those struggling with challenges, please contact Emily Richmond for a pattern at (845) 705-0268 or
email auntieemrich@yahoo.com.
Save the date – Annual FRC Golf Outing: September 20, 2021. Watch for more information in
the July “Parish Visitor” or speak with Ray VanVoorhis.
In the Northern Hemisphere, the June solstice (aka summer solstice) occurs when the
Sun reaches its highest and northernmost points in the sky. This event marks the start of
summer in the northern half of the globe. (In the Southern Hemisphere, it’s the opposite:
the June solstice marks the start of winter, when the Sun is at its lowest point in the sky.)
In 2021, the June solstice is Sunday, June 20, at 11:32 P.M. EDT in the Northern
Hemisphere occurring when Earth arrives at the point in its orbit where the North Pole
is at its maximum tilt (about 23.5 degrees) toward the Sun, resulting in the longest day and shortest night of the
calendar year. (By longest “day,” we mean the longest period of sunlight.) At the June solstice, the Northern
Hemisphere receives sunlight at the most direct angle of the year.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH’S MISSIONS

Children’s Community Services
It's almost summer. It has been a very busy month! The School Age children have been able to spend a lot
of time outdoors. The 3's have discovered all that live in and around a pond.
The 4's!
Oh boy, have they
been busy! They
practiced then
performed the
'Greatest Little
Circus of Fishkill".
It was much
different this yearno audience but....it
was still a success!

It was filmed and made
into a DVD for each family.
Many
Many thanks to Ms. Harris
and Mrs. Leary for all their
hard work!

Learn more on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/childrenscommunityservices.org/index

Fishkill Food Pantry

1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524

Phone 845 896-4546

Hours: 9 – 12 - M, T and Th; F Wednesdays 3-5pm

Current needs list:
Coffee/tea: reg. decaf, instant
Hot cereal, instant oatmeal
Rice 1lb and 2 lb. packages
Canned peas, carrots, mixed veg.
Canned potatoes- 15 oz. or larger
Canned fruit- pineapple, peaches, pears
Pancake mix, syrup
Canned beef stew, gravy
Beans- kidney, black, chickpeas
Sugar free dessert mixes
Sugar free syrup/ sugar free sweetener
Macaroni and cheese, peanut butter
Spaghetti sauce, jelly

Herbal tea.
Healthy Snacks
Napkins/facial tissues
Dish/laundry detergent
Women’s feminine hygiene
Women’s deodorant
Men’s deodorant/razors
Bar soap/body wash
Toilet paper/paper towels
Shampoo/Conditioner
Masks
Toothpaste/toothbrushes

In compliance with EAT SMART NEW YORK initiative, we do not distribute soda or juice to our clients.

Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these, you did for me.” Matt. 25: 40.
We are packing 25 food bags each month for homeless persons. For these food bags, we could use tuna and
chicken in foil packets (not cans), packets of cheese or peanut butter filled crackers, packets of plain crackers
or graham crackers, small bags of chips, breakfast bars that are not hard to chew, individual packets of peanut
butter, Nutella, jelly.

Our Church Sponsored Global RCA Missions
Jeremy and Susan Beebout - Jeremy is an agronomist working with agricultural development efforts and Susan
is a doctor developing the church's health ministries in Niger, Africa, one of the poorest countries in the world.
Josh Bode, Pastor of the Protestant Church in Oman (PCO), founded by the RCA and charged with the
stewardship of all Protestant Christianity in the country, comprising more than 50 Protestant congregations.
Josh has been called to be the RCA shepherd to this diverse and international body of believers in Muscat,
Oman, as they seek to build bridges and love their Muslim neighbors.
Grace Covenant Ministries is committed to holistic community development and healing in the Kentucky
Appalachians, an area suffering some of the deepest poverty in the U.S.
RENEW San Diego (our sponsored church plant) is an inner city church that ministers to the community,
including those living on the streets. To learn more, visit their website www.renewsandiego.org. Sunday
services with Rev. Matt Nault can be seen/heard by scrolling down to “Sunday Church Gatherings.” Select
service to watch live. Podcasts are also available. See next page for most recent newsletter.

Hello, friends!
I am filled with gratitude and joy as I write to you. Ministry has
been exciting, confusing and full of growth we could have never
envisioned when Covid first hit our community. Thank you for your
patience in between updates, and for continuing to pray and support
Renew Church in this critical season of our church plant!
When the pandemic began affecting our community we emphasized, “This does not change our vision,
values and DNA to be a church in the community for the good of all our neighbors. This gives us an
opportunity to live into our identity with more intentionality and intensity.” And it is happening!
Your prayers and continued financial support have empowered Renew Church to be an outpost of Jesus’
resurrection in the center city of San Diego, especially as our neighbors are experiencing profound
challenges and needs. We’re ministering to more people with physical and financial hardships and
proclaiming the gospel to skeptical and curious neighbors whose spiritual thirsts have been exposed in
this pandemic.
In this season, I’ve ministered to more people are grieving tremendous loss than 19 previous years of
ministry. I’ve also witnessed a surprising number of people awakening to faith in Christ. Families are
being reconciled, those who mourn are being comforted and the watching world is increasingly being
attracted to the gospel of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
I’m facing the struggle of identifying, equipping, blessing and sending leaders in the church to grow our
capacity to minister in the midst of pandemic fatigue. Before the shutdown, we were finding our stride
in developing leaders and increasing participation among members, which would increase our capacity
to impact our community. The gravitational force of the pandemic shutdown has pulled much of the
ministry back to me: preaching, leading, counseling, discipline (plus the Everest-esque mountain of
admin). Our goal in this next season is to re-inspire, equip and deploy everyone in the Renew
community to intentionally serve their neighbors in meaningful ways.
On the upside, transitioning to Sunday services online has increased our exposure to people who would
otherwise not “check out church” or consider Biblical teaching. The blessing is we have more people
involved in Renew Church than ever! The challenge is we don’t know who these people are unless they
send us a note after they join online.
I’m thankful to be surrounded and supported by YOU! Your prayers and encouragement help me keep
going full speed ahead. You are a gift to me, and to Renew Church!
If there’s any way I can be helpful to you, never hesitate to let me know.
Peace!
Matt

