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January, 2021
Matthew 2:1-12 tells how King Herod sent the Wise Men to Behtlehem to find the child (who was born to
be King of the Jews) so that he could then go and “pay homage to him.” They did as they were told,
following the star that led them to Jesus. They were filled with joy and offered gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. But in a dream they were warned not to return to King Herod, so they abruptly changed their
plans and traveled, instead, back to their own country by a different road. By choosing to change their
plans, they most likely gave up any payment awaiting them in order to do what they knew in their hearts
was right.

Change is Hard/Change is Good
Though we experienced so much change in 2020, much remains the same. We have lived most of the past
year constantly being forced to change our plans - not unlike the change of plans the Wise Men felt forced
to make. Something so catastrophic loomed that they felt the need to reverse course.
During the 2020 season of Advent, as we awaited the coming of the Savior who would rescue humanity,
we also awaited the Covid vaccine which could put an end to the pandemic. We are about to enter the
season of Epiphany when we rejoice in the visit by the Wise Men to the child Jesus who would save the
world from sin. Also at this time we celebrate the implementation of 3 separate vaccines.
And just as the Wise men learned of the necessity of changing their paths away from King Herod, rather
than to him, we learned in 2020, the necessity of changing the ways we previously operated..
We don’t always like change. It makes us uncomfortable. We seek the comfort of old familiar ways,
rather than embrace new and different ways. There is a saying in drug and alcohol treatment programs :
“The devil you know is better than the devil you don’t know.” That simply means that people often choose
things familiar – even though not ideal – over taking risks with something unknown (recovery). We all
resist change. Yet most of us were forced to make changes in 2020. As a result, we have been likewise
forced to learn new ways of doing things. I have come to love Zoom and Facetime, because I now spend
much more virtual time with my distant family members and local friends than I spent in pre-pandemic inperson times. I am able to remotely attend many churches now. I am able to remotely see wonderful
concerts and performances. I loved the recent amalgamation of our own church friends’ voices into
beautiful Advent/Christmas hymns and carols. Choir director Kate was able to meld the individual
recordings into one powerful choir performance, all by embracing new technologies.
How many times after being forced to make changes we did not want to make, did we emerge stronger and
better? Change is often necessary, and often the results are pleasantly surprising. We later look back,
patting ourselves on our backs, and exult in the knowledge that we did it – we made it work! Hopefully,
we also acknowledge the strength of God’s Spirit which encourages and nudges us along the way.
So, just as we will soon take comfort knowing that we worked to create a turn around in this deadly virus,
we can also take comfort in the knowledge that more than 2000 years ago, the Wise Men changed course to
protect the child and savior who would bring us eternal peace and comfort.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

OUR CHURCH IN JANUARY
1

Happy 2021!

17

3

Sunday Worship/Communion
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

18

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom* 10m
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am
Martin Luther King Day – office closed

6

Bible Study will not meet; see Jan. 13th

19

Consitory Meeting 7 pm

7

Musical Musings 7 pm

20

Revelation Zoom Bible Study 7 pm

10

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom* 10 am
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

21

Musical Musings* 7 pm

24

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom 10 am
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

27

Revelation Zoom Bible Study 7 pm

29

Shelter Meal*

31

Sunday Worship
Sunday School Zoom 10 am
Zoom Coffee Hour* 11 am

12

Finance Meeting 5 pm

13

Revelation Zoom Bible Study 7 pm

14

Consistory Reports due
Parish Visitor Articles due
Musical Musings 7 pm

*Asterisk indicates article within
Please submit articles for the February “Parish Visitor” to the Church Office by Thursday, January 14,
or to: office@fishkillreformed.org. Thank you.
Contact Office Manager Pat at office@fishkillreformed.org. Pastor Amy returns January 12th .
Church Calendar – When scheduling a church meeting or event, please contact the Church Office at
845-896-9836 or office@fishkillreformed.org so that it can be listed on the church calendar.
Prayer Chain – To be added to the church prayer chain contact list or to request prayers for yourself or
someone else, please contact Toni Houston at prayerchain@fishkillreformed.org.
Worship service broadcasts can be seen on our website www.fishkillreformed.org. and on Cablevision
Channel 21 at 5:00 pm, Sundays. Note: the Channel 21 recordings are broadcast a week later.
Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Enter link below; enter meeting ID and password.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Meeting ID: 881 4529 4330 Passcode: 960282
Our Church website includes our newsletters, worship service links, church history and Facebook page.
Go to: www.fishkillreformed.org.
Parish Visitor receipt method can be changed by notifying the church office.
Remote Giving – offerings can be mailed to the church office: 1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524, or dropped
through the DuBois House doors’ mail slots.

JANUARY
7 – Larry Sansone
10 – Manny Valdivia
14 – Kate Valdivia
16 –Willa Skinner

24 – Jean Winkler
26 – Liz Alexander
27 – Sergio Rodriguez
31 –Bonnie Chao; Joyce Covell

OUR CHURCH TODAY
Notes from the December 15th Consistory Meeting
Manny Valdivia led devotions based on Mark 10:42-45. We are reminded that, like Jesus, we have come to
serve. This responsibility is a gift from God, and Jesus provides us with an example of how to serve humbly.
We look to God for answers and for help to do our best. Although we are not perfect, we will strive to be there
for our congregation and to be an example of God’s love. We ask God for guidance and wisdom.
 New 2021consistory members welcomed: Elders Pia Price, Larry Sansone; Deacon Brenda Smith-Cliffe.
Appointments: Bill Resling –VP, Manny Valdivia- Chair of Deacons; Phyllis Lake- Chair of Elders.
 Assistant V. P. Rich Lanni, Elder Celeste Rudberg and Deacon John Cliffe leave office with our deepest
thanks for their leadership, dedication and hard work. Our church remains strong and healthy because of their
tireless efforts to keep it that way during these challenging times!
 Thanks to Victor and Bonnie Chao for their hard work in preparing Sunday services, support to the Food
Pantry, continuing Worship and Music responsibilities, and decorating the church inside and out.
 The Food Pantry provided 10,275 meals in November, distributing 193 Thanksgiving meals in four days
alone! We are grateful for the work of volunteers.
 Treasurer's Nov. report: Total YTD revenue: $244,856.23* Total YTD expenses- $216,190.80
Pledges for 2021: $157,334, comparable to last year’s, figure, but budget shows a deficit of $100,000.
*Generous gift from Bud Corwin designated for the Mission Fund will be divided equally among four
missions we directly support: the Beebouts, the Bodes, Grace Covenant Ministries and Renew San Diego.
 Thanksgiving Zoom with Pastor Amy gave members of the congregation a chance to connect and enjoy the
holidays together. Virtual Coffee Hour is held every Sunday at 11:00.
 Advent gift bags were distributed to Sunday School students to remind them of the reason for the season and
show them how cherished they are by our church. Online classes resume post holidays Jan. 10th.
 Christmas spirit/goody bags were shared with our homebound members. The visit, gift and handcrafted
ornaments made from shingles of our church were very much appreciated!

Getting to Know Your Consistory
Deacon Kim Albra is a special education teacher at Peekskill High School. She lives
in Fishkill with her 4 children Victoria, Elizabeth, Nicholas, and Jacqueline, and
husband Ozzy. The Albras also have a Boston terrier named Rosie.
Kim serves as consistory liaison to our Children’s Community Services. As a statesanctioned school, CCS must comply with state sanctions. 2020 has been an especially
trying time for the school in the midst of the Covid pandemic. She keeps the consistory
apprised CCS status and state regulations and requirements.

Church Treasurer Roy Carruthers retired from IBM after a 42 year career as a Lab
Technician, with three years out to serve in the US Army as a missile technician. He
made many important scientific contributions and was granted patents for inventions he
contributed to. In retirement Roy and Mumford are active members of the Pioneer Valley
Live Steamers train club, FRC choir, and Property committee. He also serves as substitute
organist. About 30 years ago Roy installed and enlarged the pipe organ in the Church.
As Church Treasurer, Roy sits on the Finance and Investment committees. He keeps our
consistory informed of the church’s finances and status.

Support from Elders and Deacons
If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact an elder:
Evelyn Bobb, Wapp. Falls
Phyllis Lake, Beacon
Pia Price, Poughkeepsie
Bill Resling, Fishkill
Larry Sansone, Beacon
If you need a meal, medication delivered, or a phone call, please contact a deacon:
Kim Albra, Beacon
Linda Baron, Wapp. Falls
Victor Chao, Hopewell Jct.
Brenda Smith- Cliffe, Wapp. Falls
Manny Valdivia, Wapp. Falls
“Friends of Seniors” are available to help those with various needs when one of our deacons is not available.
Call: 845-485-1277 to schedule a ride.

CHURCH FINANCE$ 101
Beginning next month, this new addition to the Parish Visitor will feature informational paragraphs about the
finances of the church. Not everyone is familiar with the detailed work involved in managing the “business of
the church,” so we will begin slowly with the basics. If you already know the things discussed, please be
patient and help to keep us honest. If you do not, we hope our features help, because you are not alone.
The plan is to cover topics such as: DFR (Denominational Financial Responsibility) or assessment, personnel
related expenses, property maintenance-related expenses, the many categories of income we receive, our
utilities, Missions spending and non-linear nature of church giving, the budget process, who decides on various
expenses, and more. I hope you will find the information helpful.
John Houston, Chair of Finance Committee

Counting Our Blessings
In November we collected 17 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. The numbers were down, in part
because the Girl Scouts of Greater Fishkill were unable to have their customary shoebox stuffing party. But 17
children will have a better Christmas because of your generosity. Thanks to all who donated. If you donated
online and find out where your boxes were sent, please let us know next month.
Thanks to the Activities Committee’s Jean and Ed Winkler and Dorrie Hansen, who packaged and
delivered contributions, toys and gifts from so many of you to our adopted family, and lovely bags of treats
and poinsettias to our friends at home and in nursing facilities. We received many thank you notes expressing
their appreciation not only for the gifts, but for the large helping of Christmas spirit, as well. Our church
family certainly helped to warm the hearts of these dear friends. Thank you all!
Huge thanks to all who worked so hard to make our Advent/Christmas remote services special. While
worshipping from home is not the same as worshipping in person in the sanctuary, the entire worship team
went out of its way to make us feel like we were there! Organist Christine Johannsen played beautifully; choir
director Kate Valdivia held special recording workshops resulting in a full chorus of our combined voices;
Pastor Amy’s messages really enabled us to experience the true meaning and spirit of Christmas; Bonnie and
Victor Chao decorated the DuBois House and sanctuary, sound man Victor Chao worked with videographer
Peter Skorewicz to deliver professional videos to our devices and Cablevision; Pastor Amy had good
responses to her photo requests, and was able to share our familiar faces during the Christmas Eve service as
various elders and deacons read scripture. Despite mailing issues and snowstorms creating late arrivals for
some, Linda and Al Gillert and John Chism contributed hours of candle assembly, packaging and trips to the
post office so that many of you could light your candles Christmas Eve.

Join in Coffee Hour via Zoom, Sundays at 11 am. Use link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88145294330?pwd=T3FqQ2NDbFgzeHkvTUI0L2ZnNDVjZz09
Shelter Meal Our church will provide dinner for the Webster House Emergency Shelter on January 29th. As
we approach that date, watch for information in the weekly bulletins concerning recipes. If you can help,
please call Lola or BJ. Thank you and Happy New Year!
FRC knitting/crocheting project We will begin making prayer shawls and lap robes for those who are sick or
caring for someone who is sick, or those struggling with challenges. Anyone may participate. Just contact
Emily Richmond for a pattern.
From the Southern Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless: Meetings of the group that met last winter have
been on hiatus. However, that does not mean that concern has been dropped.
Our church Food Pantry continues to supply the needs of all who call in need. Please call before coming to
pick up food or to contribute. The number is 845-896-4546 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Another food source for those in need is at the New Vision Church of Deliverance at 831 on NY 52 in Fishkill.
On Saturday mornings about 10:00, a truck arrives to deliver food to anyone who needs it. At times they also
have warm clothing to distribute to people. If you would like to donate clothing or personal items, please call
the church as 845-202-7199.
From the Education Committee Sunday School students in grades 2 – 12 meet via Zoom at 10:00 AM each
Sunday. The Christian Education committee met on Dec. 6th, to prepare Christmas bags for all the children in
the church. They contained an age appropriate Christian book, a Christmas tree ornament, a small bag of
chocolates and a Christmas greeting. Most of the bags were delivered that afternoon and were well received by
both students and parents. Please note: Sunday School classes resume January 10th.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH’S MISSIONS
Children’s Community Services
Hi all! December brought us so much excitement! With the anticipation of Christmas the DeKinder children
came in each morning with smiles. (At least that's what we thought was going on behind those masks!) The
School Age children continue to look forward to the time that their online learning is complete and can just
have some fun till the parents arrive. Our staff is AMAZING! With all the uncertainties going on in the
outside world they ALL have smiles and are committed to doing their best for the children in their care!!!
Come January we will begin our registration for the 2020-21 school year. (How did that happen so fast?)
We look forward to the new year with the faith that everyone will be safe, happy and healthy!!!
Happy New Year!
Barbara VanVoorhis, CCS Director

Fishkill Food Pantry
1153 Main St., Fishkill, NY 12524
Phone 845 896-4546
Hours: 9 – 12 - M, T and Th, F Closed Wednesday

Our Food Pantry, a not for profit, all volunteer mission of First Reformed Church and St. Mary’s
Fishkill, depends on the hard work and dedication of over 40 volunteers. Thanks to all of them.
In addition, we depend to a large extent on the generosity of many individuals and organizations. One
such organization is Common Ground at Stoneykill Farm. They deliver locally grown food throughout
the growing season and beyond. This season we estimate they brought us around 14,000 lbs. of
organically grown produce. Besides that, the Pantry partners with Second Chance Foods out of
Brewster, NY which collects overstocked food items from area supermarkets (notably Trader Joe’s in
Danbury) and delivers them to us by the carload every week.
We are also fortunate to receive a van-load of fresh bakery products each week courtesy of Bimbo
Bakeries in Newburgh. Providers like these make it possible for our pantry to fulfill its mission. Our
thanks to all of them as well as the many private individuals who help us to keep our shelves stocked.
Pictured below is the refrigerated trailer where Second Chance stores its produce and a volunteer sorting
their delivery in Fishkill.

Our Church Sponsored Global RCA Missions
Jeremy and Susan Beebout - Jeremy is an agronomist working with agricultural development efforts and
Susan is a doctor developing the church's health ministries in Niger, Africa, one of the poorest countries in the
world.
Josh Bode, Pastor of the Protestant Church in Oman (PCO), founded by the RCA and charged with the
stewardship of all Protestant Christianity in the country, comprises more than 50 Protestant congregations. Josh
has been called to be the RCA shepherd to this diverse and international body of believers in Muscat, Oman, as
they seek to build bridges and love their Muslim neighbors. Below is his recent update to our Classis.

RENEW San Diego (our sponsored church plant) is an inner city church that ministers to the community,
including those living on the streets.
To learn more, visit their website www.renewsandiego.org. Sunday services with Rev. Matt Nault can be
seen/heard by scrolling down to “Sunday Church Gatherings.” Select service to watch live. Podcasts are
also available. Here is their December newsletter:
Hi friends,
As we pause to give thanks this week, I hope you know how grateful I am for you.
Thank you for loving us well, praying for us, and financially supporting the ministry God has
called us to pioneer in center-city San Diego! 2020 has been a challenging year for all of us, and I’m
amazed at the ways this new church has stepped forward to love and serve our neighbors both in-person
and online.
I’m overjoyed as we’ve baptized two people and welcomed six new members to the life of Renew
Church last Sunday! Al and Marla are two of the newest members of the church, and have recently
moved into an apartment after four years of living on the streets. The rest of the new members pitched
in to furnish their new home! Upon watching these men and women make commitments of following
Christ together in our diverse community, five others have asked to join the church and will be
officially welcomed in early 2021!
I also recently had a conversation with a woman who has been joining Renew worship services
online and shared that she and her daughter have become Christians. After much thought and
conversation, she asked if we would baptize them! I’m grateful that even in this Covid pandemic
season, the kingdom of God is on the move!
Your prayers, love and financial support have brought the church plant to this critical and
exciting moment. With our current pandemic realities, we are sharing the gospel with more people
than ever and physically serving more neighbors in desperate need… and we could not do this without
your help
I hope you feel joy and delight knowing you are helping found this new church that is already
having deep impact in people’s lives for the Kingdom of God! And I hope you know how thankful
I am for YOU!
With Love and Thanksgiving,
Rev. Matt Nault
Pastor
Renew Church, renewsandiego.org

Grace Covenant Ministries is committed to holistic community development and healing in the Kentucky
Appalachians, an area suffering some of the deepest poverty in the U.S. See next page for their December
newsletter.

